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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

2. Claims 1-11, 13, 15, 16, 24 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Schirmer (U. S. Patent 4,605,460). 

Schirmer discloses a hot blown plastic film (Fig. 2, before bonding to heat 
shrinkable component film 12) comprising at least one sealing layer (25, 25a) made of 
polyethylene or ethylene vinyl acetate copolymer (EVA) (Col. 5, lines 33-36), 
intermediate layers (21, 21a, 23, 23a) made of EVA (Col. 5, lines 10-33) and barrier 
layer(s) (24, 24a) made of copolymer of vinylidene chloride and vinyl chloride, 
acrylonitrile or methyl acrylate (Col. 1 , lines 10-20 and col.5, lines 22-26). Schirmer also 
disclose configuration with one barrier layer (Col. 4, lines 50-57). Schirmer discloses 
corona treatment (Col. 6, lines 14-43). 

3. Claims 1-17, 19-22, 24, 25, 27 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Schirmer (U. S. Patent 4,605,460) in view of Yoshii et al (U. S. 
Patent 6,146,726), Bekele (U. S. Patent 4,909,726) and Lind et al (U. S. Patent 
6,74,715). 

Schirmer, which has been discussed above in paragraph in paragraph 2, while 
teaches addition of pigment in surface layers (25, 25a) (Col. 5, lines 33-37) fails to teach 
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addition of pigment in the intermediate layer(s), heat sealing layer(s) made of a mixture 
of claimed plastomerand EVA and claimed additives in the outer sealing layer(s). 

Yoshii et al disclose that heat sealing layer made of low density polyethylene, 
linear low density polyethylene or EVA has insufficient sealing strength (Col. 1, lines 45- 
59). Yoshii et al disclose linear low density polyethylene made with constrained 
geometry catalyst (i.e. plastomer) such as Affinity PL-1880 as heat sealing layer, which 
provides sufficient sealing strength (Tables 3 and 4). Yoshii et al also disclose addition 
of additives such as silica and erucamide in the sealing layer (Col. 12, lines 22-45 and 
Examples 1, 5, 6, 7 etc.). Yoshii et al disclose irradiating film before orientation (Col. 9, 
lines 22-50 and col. 12, lines 61-67). 

Bekele discloses multilayer hot blown films for chub packaging. Bekele teaches 
addition of pigment such as titanium dioxide in the intermediate layer (14) rather than, 
outer layer (12) for better printability (Col. 3, line 55 to col. 4, line 2). Bekele discloses 
addition of anti blocking agent in the outer layer (Example 1). 

Lind et al disclose a sealing layer (28) made of a mixture of linear low density 
polyethylene made with constrained geometry catalyst or single site catalyst and EVA 
for improved adhesion (Col. 3, line 44 to col. 6, Iine7 and col. 7, lines 27-46). Lind et al 
also suggest addition of pigment to make pigmented layer (Col. 11, lines 25-36). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of this invention made to utilize teaching of Yoshii et al, Bekele and Lind et al in the 
invention of Schirmer to vary composition of surface layer (i.e. outer layer) for desired 
sealing strength, add additives such as lubricant and antiblocking agent to the surface 
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layer to prevent blocking and improve film processing during packaging and add 
pigment to the intermediate layer for better printability. 

4. Rejections of claims under 35 USC § 112, first and second paragraphs stated in 
the paragraphs 4 and 5 of the Office Action mailed May 30, 2006 (Paper No. 20060525) 
are overcame by amendment to the claims, applicant's arguments with submitted 
evidence. 

5. Claims 1 8 and 23 are allowed. 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-17, 19-22, 24, 25, 27 and 28 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to D. S. Nakarani whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1512. The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Carol Chaney can be reached on (571 ) 272-1284. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gQv. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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